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Welcome to the Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music
at Kennesaw State University
We offer a world class undergraduate education…training future
performers, music educators, and leaders in the field of music.
More than 285 majors and minors pursue degrees in performance,
music education, composition, applied studies, theory, musicology,
and ethnomusicology. Our programs and students stand out as the
forerunners for the next generation of inspired musical scholars.
We pride ourselves on our students’ accomplishments from
successfully acing their first theory exams, perfecting their collective
sounds in performances, to signing contracts for their first real jobs!
KSU Bailey School of Music has a long-standing tradition of
student ensemble performances at state, regional, and national
music conferences. Our student ensembles are regularly featured
at prestigious conferences throughout the country including, the
Georgia Music Educators, National Collegiate Choral Organization,
National Band Association, Southern Division College Band
Directors National Association, and the American Choral Directors
Association Southern Division and National Conferences.
Our faculty are dynamic artists-performers-scholars who are
conductors, teachers, composers, researchers, and artists who
regularly perform with the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Atlanta
Opera, Atlanta Chamber Players, and the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra, to highlight just a few. KSU Bailey School of Music is a
leader in music training regionally, nationally, and internationally.
Start your journey … where talent is cultivated, creativity is nurtured,
performers are inspired, and where passion is heard.
Leslie J. Blackwell, DMA
Interim Director, Bailey School of Music

Program
Christopher Nguyen (b. 2001)
The Moon Has A Face (2020)
Lauryn Davis, soprano
Christopher Nguyen, piano
Christian A. Kilgore (b. 2000)
Navigating A Broken Path (2020)
Dajon Carter, violin 1
Gamela Zaki, violin 2
Isabella Giordano, viola
Laci Divine, cello
Brianna Spottsville (b. 1998)
The Quest (2020)
I. Leap of Faith
II. Danger’s Approach
III. Uncertain Dance
IV. Vicious Storm
Jesse Cook, piano
Matthias Kosse (b. 1999)
Trio (2019)
I. Solemn Thoughts
II. Rapid Respite
III. Flowing Calm
IV. Turbulent Rumination
Olivia Kesler, clarinet
Joey Grunkemeyer, cello
Christopher Nguyen, piano
Callie Christiansen (b. 2000)
Cascade (2019) (Arr. 2021)
Matt Andrews, percussion 1
Matthew Pate, percussion 2
Malloy Sparling, percussion 3
Christian A. Kilgore, percussion 4
INTERMISSION

[Program, continued]
Nolan Rodack (b. 1995)
Cerulean Stargazer (2019)
I. Yellow Flower
II. Cerulean Stargazer
III. Whistling Dandelion
Melody Bearden, violin
Kiernan O’Mara, harp
Brandon Gasaway (b. 2001)
A Groovy Pi (2020)
Esther Kim, violin 1
Jessica Kim, violin 2
Tyler D. Lovelace, viola
Garrett Adam Clay, cello
Charles Parsons (b. 2000)
Zelda Trailer (2021)
computer realization
Jacob Lack (b. 1999)
Flight Paths (2021)
Andrew Wynn, trumpet 1
Andrew Olsen, trumpet 2
Adam Stillwagon, horn
Blue Goodman, trombone
Nick Collins, tuba

Program Note
Christopher Nguyen
The Moon Has A Face
Poet: Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894)
Lyrics:
The moon has a face like the clock in the hall;
She shines on thieves on the garden wall,
On streets and fields and harbour quays,
And birdies asleep in the forks of the trees.
The squalling cat and the squeaking mouse,
The howling dog by the door of the house,
The bat that lies in bed at noon,
All love to be out by the light of the moon.
But all of the things that belong to the day
Cuddle to sleep to be out of her way;
And flowers and children close their eyes
Till up in the morning the sun shall arise.

Biographies
Callie Christiansen is a junior music composition student. Her dream is to write for
indie films and video games, her number one choice being Bungie. Callie is a member
of Kappa Kappa Psi, one of the four Greek music organizations on campus, where she
engages in service projects for the KSU bands. If she’s not writing music or serving the
bands, Callie likes to get ramen with her closest friends and fellow brothers.
Brandon Gasaway is currently earning his Bachelor of Arts with concentration in
music composition at Kennesaw State University. Upon completion, he strives to
become a video game and film composer. He won the opportunity to have his octet
Courage and Compassion performed at the GMEA Young Composers Composition
Competition in 2018. He also won the KSU SOM 2020-21 Composition Competition in
his freshman year at KSU with his programmatic symphonic overture entitled Fairy Tale
Overture. Brandon hails from Marietta, Georgia. When he’s not composing or playing
violin with KSU Symphony Orchestra, he is enjoying time with his German short-haired
pointer, Gunner.
Christian A. Kilgore is a year-two student double majoring in percussion
performance and composition. His love for composing started when he won and
performed a work for the GMEA Composition Competition in 2013. Since then, he
has written for many groups including, North Oconee High School, Jackson County
Comprehensive High School, the Governor’s Honors Program, Kennesaw State
University students, and more. His love for new-age harmony and uncommon rhythms
are a staple of his work. Navigating A Broken Path is Christian’s first premier of a work
composed for string quartet.
Matthias Kosse is a senior composition major at KSU and is a part of the Joel A. Katz
Music and Entertainment Business program. His primary instrument is the piano,
though he also has experience playing the violin and clarinet. He plans to become a
composer for films, television, and video games when he graduates, and is currently
working on the soundtrack for the independent film His and Hers. Matthias currently
studies with Dr. Laurence Sherr and has worked with Jennifer Mitchell, Steve Dancz,
and Viet Cuong in the past.
Jacob Lack is in his fourth year at KSU studying music composition under Dr. Sherr
and has been involved in the Music and Entertainment Business program as well. He
started his music journey in the fourth grade playing trumpet with continual exposure,
such as being involved in Drum Corps, local orchestra groups, and college ensembles.
Jacob hopes to continue this journey into the world of video game and film music.

[Biographies, continued]
Christopher Nguyen is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Music with a
concentration in music composition. He is a pianist, vocalist, and organist as well as an
aspiring composer. His aspirations for the near future include composition for video
games, film, television, and contemporary styles of music, as well as audio engineering.
He also wishes to become a church music director after earning his undergraduate
degree.
Charles Parsons is a student composer originally from Midland, Michigan. Charles
started in music on piano and eventually moved to rock/indie music in a high school
band. His compositional dream is to one day create content for mainstream video game
productions. Some of his influences include Jeremy Soule, Ola Gjeilo, and Jacob Collier.
Nolan Rodack was born in Oak Lawn, Illinois, and raised in Marietta, Georgia. Nolan was
blessed with growing up in a musical family of three older brothers, a mom and a dad. He
studied percussion for nine years, middle school through his first two years of college, and
played double bass for the Kennesaw State University Symphony Orchestra for two years.
Nolan’s primary instrument is the tenor ukulele, which he studied for over nine years.
Nolan is currently studying music composition under the tutelage of Dr. Laurence Sherr,
and has also studied under Jennifer Mitchell, Steve Dancz, and Viet Cuong.
Brianna Spottsville is a composer studying music composition at Kennesaw State
University. Her composition career path began when she was a freshman in high school
after placing fourth in the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Composition Competition. A lover
of movies and film music, Brianna plans to take her talents to the big screen with a career
in film scoring. Most recently, she scored a student short film entitled Blossoming for
the senior project of a KSU animation major. Brianna looks forward to seeing what new
opportunities the future holds for her.

Composition Faculty
Dr. Laurence Sherr

Jennifer Mitchell-Evans
Viet Cuong
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College of the Arts
Dr. Ivan Pulinkala (Dean)
Prof. Harrison Long (Senior Associate Dean)
Dr. Peter Fielding (Associate Dean)
Prof. Geo Sipp (Director, School of Art & Design)
Prof. Marsha Barsky (Chair, Department of Dance)
Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell (Interim Director, Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music)
Prof. Chuck Meacham (Chair, Department of Theatre & Performance Studies)
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